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NECROLOGY . 
CHATILES ALDRICH, 
The death of Charles Aldrich on March 8, 1908, closed the l abors of a prom­
inent pioneer who occupied an important place i n  the development of public 
inBtitutions. For more than fifty years his pen was busy working up an interest 
in the upbuilding of museums, libraries and educational institutions, the collec­
tion of historical material and advocating the extension of scientific work in the 
State. His communications issued in the paper he founded in 'Webster City, or 
contributions to the Marshalltown Times-Republ ican , the old Iowa State Register, 
The Register and Leader, The Des Moines Capital , The Chicago I nter-Ocean, or 
Dubuque Daily Times, frequently advocated the srientific work of the State 
and Nation at large. 
His letters written while unofficially connected with the Hayden Geological 
S urvey and published in the Chicago Inter-Ocean under the name of David 
Gray on May 30 , June 10, 20, July 4 ,  September 1 ,  8 ,  14, 23, 26, 30,  in 187 5 ,  gave 
a popular description of the geology of Southern Colorado aB well as accounts of 
the Indians and cliff-dw0llers of that region. 
Mr. Aldrich was born in Ell ington, N.  Y., October 2, 1828. His education was 
received in the public schools of Jamestown, N .  Y., and late,r in the academy 
of the same place. 
He early began his work in a newspaper office and established the Cattaraugus 
Sachem. Many years later he published in the Cattaraugus Republican* some 
interesting reminiscences of his Indian experiences of his early life. Later he 
established a weekly journal at Olean, N.  Y., in 1851-56. He founded the Webster 
City Freeman, Jun e  2 9 ,  1857 .  
During al l  these years he missed no opportunity of contributing to the various 
newspapers of the State . Mr.  Aldrich was especially interested in bird protection . 
Thus he introduced the first measure working toward the protection of our bird·s, 
the bill passing in 1870 .  His articles publ ished on this subj ect were numerous.1 
He was very much interPsted in domestic animals, he had pets of  all kindB 
and notes were occasionally published on the intelligence  of some of these 
animals, as for instance, an account of  his horse Joseph, under the title of 
" The D eath of Joseph" ; also a biography and the characteristics of a cat2 
which he called "Shorty," and the biography and characteristic anecdotes of a 
cat. describing the intelligence of this animal which he had had under observa-
* November 25 , 1 890 . 
1 .  Bird Protection in E ngland , Des Moines Capital , April 4, 1899 ; Hawks and Owls , 
Boone New s ,  Dec . 6 ,  1904 ; Stop Mu rdering tbe Birds , Boone Co . Republican , April 10 , 1903 ; 
Taming of a Wild Bird , Capital , April 5 ,  1899 ; W ild Birds Know tbeir Friends , April 24 , 1897 ; 
A Word for tbe Sparro w ,  Capita l ,  May 15 , 1900 ; Birds out of Season ; Tbe Merciless War 
upon the Bird s ,  Report Iowa State Horticulturist Society 1884 ; Birds i n  Town , Des Moines 
Capital , Jan . 9, 1901 . 
2 . " Our dear old Shorty , ' ' Chicago Field , April 16, 1881 . 
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tion for 15  years ; essentially th e same facts were given in a shorter article in  
the  American Naturalist.3 Along a somewhat different line is the article on the 
" Survival of Wild Habits in Domesticated Animals,"4  also a fascinating account 
of a Peagreen Rattlesnake' and an account of the migrations of ants. 
Mr. Aldrich advocated the teaching of science in the public schools, he advo­
cated the establ ishment of a geological su rvey and an investigation and a study 
of the Indian mounds in Iowa.6 He mentioned in one of his articleB in the Iowa 
State Register the great value to science in having museums like the Davenport 
Academy where pre-historic relics may be studied, and the great valu e  to the 
countries of museums like that of South Kensington,  the United States National 
Museum and of the Philadelphia A,cademy, and the collection of Professor Cope. 
His articleB on botanical subjects were not numerous. In his letters to the 
Inter-Ocean he mentioned some of the characteristic vegetation of Colorado7 
and in one described the variation in the growth of the Virginia Creeper. He 
was also a great lover of forests and the conservation of the natural resources 
of the country. Many times he spoke to me about the timber which is being 
destroyed today and the neces"Sity of preserving our forests, and o ur timber for 
future use. "It  is  a shame, " he said, "to cut the small poles of oak and hickory." 
He paid  m any beautiful tributes to his  scientific friends, among. these he wrote 
biographical sketches of Dr. Chas. A. White, Dr. C .  E .  Bessey, Col. Geo. Waring, 
Professor Call of  the State University, and of the service to science by such men 
as Prof. Herbert Osborn, Professor Riley, Joseph Leidy and D r. Edward Cope, 
a tribute to the work of Gilbert White, whose place he visited i n  the · old his­
torical city of Winchester and in the l ittle hamlet of Selbourne, near that place, 
the father of English natural h istory was born. The venerable yew, mentioned 
by him, near the chu rch of which Gilbert White was rector, was still standing 
when Aldrich visited the place. He deplored the fact that so simple a slab 
should indicate when White was born and when he died. Aldrich says that 
"his best monument is his delightful book which bids fair to live for all time." 
Mr. Aldrich was intimately acquainted with a great m any men of public life 
and also a great many scientists, among them a number of the Hayden Survey, 
who have become famous i n  the study of geology of our country. Mention may 
be made of A.  D .  Wilson, Franklin Rhoda, F. W. Endlich, W. H. Holmes, G. B. 
Chittenden, P. S. Brandigee, Henry Gannett, W. R. Atkinson, A.  C .  Pealem, G. M. 
Bechler, W. H. Jackson , McGee,  Fletcher ; he was also acquainted with Lincoln, 
Grant, Johnson, McKinley, and many other notable public men. 
It was my pl easure to have known Mr. Aldrich intimately for more than 
sixteen years and he has always expressed great interest in the scientific work 
of the Academy of Science. He desired particularly that they should occupy 
some room in the historical building for their meetings. He encouraged science 
in every possible way. 
Through his  efforts the State has been fortunate in securing several valuable 
manuscripts pertaining to natural history. He took a keen interest in the 
early explorations of  the northwest and Coues expresses his gratitude to Mr. 
3. M ay ,  1884 . 
£ .  American Naturalist 1881-563 . 
5 .  Reptilian Studies , Chicago Inter-Ocean , July 7 ,  1874 . 
6. Des Moi nes Register and Leader , Oct . 6, 1904 . Open Mounds in Leigh , Webster C o .  
Burlington Hawkeye , J u n e  1 ,  1900 . 
7 .  American Naturalis t ,  March , 1881 . 
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Aldrich for services rendered in connection with the publication of the Coues' 
Lewis and Clark Expedition to the Rocky Mountains. 
It was a pleasure and a delight to have known Mr. Aldrich and he has left 
his impress upon the educational and scientific work of the State, not so much 
by his contributions to science as by his keen interest in the work and getting 
others started.  
L. H. PAMl\fEL, 
H. E. SUJ\11\IERS, 
L. S. Ros s, 
Committee. 
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